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The hot
pool of
Hierapolis
with its
deadly
exhala-
tions.

Deposits
left by the
waters of
Hierapolis.

Hierapolis rise in a large deep pool among the vast and
imposing ruins of the ancient city. The water is of a
greenish-blue tint, but clear and transparent. At the bottom
may be seen the white marble columns of a beautiful
Corinthian colonnade, which must formerly have encircled
the sacred pool. Shimmering through the green-blue water
they look like the ruins of a Naiad's palace. Clumps of
oleanders and pomegranate-trees overhang the little lake
and add to its charm. Yet the enchanted spot has its
dangers. Bubbles of carbonic acid gas rise incessantly from
the bottom and mount like flickering particles of silver to
the surface. Birds and beasts which come to drink of the
water are sometimes found dead on the bank, stifled by
the noxious vapour; and the villagers tell of bathers who
have been overpowered by it and drowned, or dragged
down, as they say, to death by the water-spirit.

The streams of hot water, no longer regulated by the
care of a religious population, have for centuries been
allowed to overflow their channels and to spread unchecked
over the tableland. By the deposit which they leave behind
they have raised the surface of the ground many feet, their
white ridges concealing the ruins and impeding the footstep,
except where the old channels, filled up solidly to the brim,
now form hard level footpaths, from which the traveller may
survey the strange scene without quitting the saddle. In
antiquity the husbandmen used purposely to lead the water in
rills round their lands, and thus in a few years their fields and
vineyards were enclosed with walls of solid stone. The water
was also peculiarly adapted for the dyeing of woollen stuffs.
Tinged with dyes extracted from certain roots, it imparted to
cloths dipped in it the finest shades of purple and scarlet.1

1 Strabo, xiii 4. 14, pp. 629, 630;
Vitruvius, viii. 3. 10. For modern
descriptions of Hierapolis see R.
Chandler, Travels in Asia Minor*
(London, 1776), pp. 228-235; Ch.
Fellows, Journal written during an
Excursion in Asia Minor (London,
1839). PP- 283-285 ; W. J. Hamilton,
Researches in Asia Minor, Pontus,
and Armenia, \. 517-521 ; E. Renan,
Saint Paul, pp. 357 sq,; E. J. Davis,
Anatolifa (London, 1874), pp. 97-112;

. Reclus, Nouvelle Gtographie Uni-
verselle^ ix. 510-512; W. Cochran,
Pen and Pencil Sketches in Asia Minor
(London, 1887), pp. 387-390; W.
M. Ramsay, Cities and Bislwpries of
Pkrygia^ i 84 sqq. The temperature
of the hot pool varies from 85 to
90 degrees Fahrenheit. The volcanic
district of Tuscany which skirts the
Apennines abounds in hot calcareous
springs which have produced phenomena
l&e those of Hierapolis. Indeed the